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Pictured above is a sign that one of the supporters hung at The Sign of the Tree restaurant earlier this 
morning and it summed up the feelings of the roughly 65 people who showed up, complete with red t-
shirts, to support a property tax  circuit breaker bill. 

They attended a brief informational session before heading off to lobby their respective lawmakers on the 
plan, which would provide income-based rebate on property taxes for those who qualified. 

Part of the growing push for a circuit breaker grew out of last year’s proposal for a school property tax cap. 
That has abated this year in the face of heavy opposition by the state’s politically powerful education 
lobby, and tax protesters appear now to be placing their hopes on a cap circuit breaker. 

Among the speakers Tuesday were the Fiscal Policy Institute’s Frank Mauro and Ron Deutsch who is heading 
a  group formed last year, the Omnibus Consortium, created to push for a circuit breaker. Both 
organizations have union backing. 

One of the proposals would kick in for households earning $100,000 or less. Once their property tax bill hit 
9 percent of income, or $9,000 for a $100,000-earner, homeowners would get a refund equal to 70 percent 
of the amount over 9 percent. 

The property tax threshold would be lowered in subsequent years, eventually triggering a rebate if 
property taxes hit 6 percent of household income, which for a family earning $100,000 would be a $6,000 
tax bill — for both county, school and other taxes. 

Those numbers, as well as the lawmakers who attended the event, provide a clue to the regional nature of 
the property tax crisis. 

Hudson Valley legislators Sandra Galef, who Deutsch described as the “matriarch” of the circuit breaker 
movement attended as did Aileen Gunther Joe Saladino, Frank Skartados, Mark Molinaro, and Ellen Jaffe as 
well as staffers from Betty Little and Peter Lopez. 

With the exception of Little, these lawmakers are from Long Island and the Hudson Valley, where property 
taxes are indeed eating up substantial percentages of peoples’ take-home salaries. In the Adirondack region 
represented by Little, there also are specific spots such as lakefront homes where big valuation increases 
have also raised taxes. 

In addition to lobbying lawmakers, advocates also planned to stage a brief event outside the governors 
office. 

Despite the activity, it’s starting to look like a long shot that the circuit breaker, let alone a cap or other 
forms of substantial property tax relief may be passed this year given the state’s ongoing budget crisis. 
Even Mauro, Deutsch and Galef conceded as much. 

Part of the problem is the cost of a circuit breaker. Initially, it was supposed to be paid for by cancellation 
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of the $1.5 billion STAR rebate. 

The rebate was indeed cancelled but the money was rolled into the Legislature’s effort to close a $17.7 
bilion budget gap in this year’s budget. 

Posted in General |  

RSS feed for comments on this post. 

Post a Comment 
You must be logged in to post a comment. 

ayyiyi: i wonder why the moderator allows an 

anonymous blogger to drag someone’s real name...  

Here it is: Buyout offered to 4,500 people  (10)
StirrinThePot: This deal sucks, and the unions should 

be ashamed of themselves. Both union...  

Paterson buyout deal meets with approval from 
Smith, Bloomberg (15)
myohmy: …”shared” sacrifice !!!!!!!…LOL….  

buffalogeek: The absence of memory from all the 
State worker postings is truly remarkable: 1. The...  

Update: Targeted retirement buyout plan (12)
myohmy: #7..larryratcliffe..that’ ;s a great 
question ..let’s take a look at a few...  

Friday Open Thread (9)
gecannonphd: Geraldo Rivera has become vocal on 
the Florida Casey Anthony (Tot mom) case. This...  

CATEGORIES 
A.M. Roundup  

Al D'Amato  

Alan Hevesi  

Andrew Cuomo  
Barack Obama  

Bill Clinton  

Brian Kolb  

Business Council  
Campaign Finance  

Charles Schumer  

Congress  

Conservative Party  
Conventions  

Corruption 

Pension Fund Scandal  

Crime  
David Paterson  

David Soares  

DCCC  

Dean Skelos  
Death Penalty  

Democratic Party  

Dems in Denver  

DNC  
Dodging and disarming  

Driver Licenses  

DSCC  

Economic development  
Education  

Elections 2008  

Elections 2010  

Eliot Spitzer  
Energy  

Environment  

Ethics  

Fruits and Veggies  
Fun  

Gay marriage  

General  

George Bush  
George Pataki  

Get your parachute  

Girl-power!  

GOP  
GOP in Minn.  

Green Party  

Guns  

Hard Questions  
HAVA  

Health Care  

Hillary Clinton  

Humor  
Immigration  

Independence Party  

J. Christopher Callaghan  

Page 2 of 4Circuit breaker supporters still hopeful despite a lack of funds - New York Politics Capito...

6/7/2009http://blogs.timesunion.com/capitol/archives/15029/circuit-break-supporters-still-hopeful-de...



James Tedisco  

Jerry Jennings  

Joe Biden  

John Faso  
Jon Bon Jovi  

Joseph Bruno  

Joseph Mondello  

June O'Neill  
Kirsten Gillibrand  

Labor unions  

Libertarian Party  

Lobbying  
Malcolm Smith  

Marijuana  

Michelle Paige Paterson  

Mike Bloomberg  
Minor Parties  

News anchors who actually have a sense of humor  

NRCC  

NRSC  
Outbursts & Other Odd Moments  

Pay Raises  

Pensions/Retirement  

Polls  
Pork  

Privacy  

Prostitution  

Racing  
Random southern accents  

Really big  

Redistricting  

Richard Brodsky  
RNC  

Roger Stone  

Rudy Giuliani  

Scott Murphy  
SEIU/1199  

Senate Ins and Outs  

Sheldon Silver  

Snark  
Special Interests  

State Agencies  

State Assembly  

State Budget  
State Comptroller  

State Democratic Party  

State Police  

State Senate  
Taxes  

The Boss  

Tom DiNapoli  

Tom Golisano  
Tom Suozzi  

US Senate  

Working Families Party  

ARCHIVES 
[+] 2009 

  June 2009 
  May 2009 

  April 2009 

  March 2009 

  February 2009 
  January 2009 

[+] 2008  

[+] 2007  

[+] 2006  
[+] 2005  

ABOUT US

Irene Jay Liu 

Joined the Capitol Bureau in '08, a 

great year for politics. A foodie, 
music junkie, and reader, 

recommendations welcome. 

Page 3 of 4Circuit breaker supporters still hopeful despite a lack of funds - New York Politics Capito...

6/7/2009http://blogs.timesunion.com/capitol/archives/15029/circuit-break-supporters-still-hopeful-de...



Ads by Yahoo! 

Privacy Rights | Terms of Service 

All Times Union materials copyright 1996-2009, Capital Newspapers Division of The Hearst Corporation, Albany, NY 

BOOKMARKS 
BlogNetNews  

James Heaney  

Politics on the Hudson  
Room Eight  

The Daily Politics  

The Empire Zone  

The Politicker  

POLITICAL LINKS 
WFP Journal  

SPECIAL INTEREST BLOGS 
James Heaney  
Knickerbocker Blog  

Reform NY  

The Agenda  

The Chalkboard  

OTHER TIMES UNION BLOGS 
See the list 

LOG IN  

REGISTER  

Casey Seiler 
Team Leader for Democracy and 

Government and State Editor (the 
longest title in the newsroom? 

Perhaps). An Albany reader, biker 

and father of a future MLB prospect. 

James Odato 

Covered the Capitol since 1997. 
Likes to follow the money. 

Rick Karlin 
Joined Capitol Bureau in 2006. A 

reformed ski bum, Rick enjoys 

outdoor activities, reading. 

Find a Clinton CRN Lawyer 
Browse Lawyer Listings in Clinton CRN. Compare 
Profiles & Credentials. Free in-depth Research. 
FindLaw.com. 
lawyers.findlaw.com 

chat room in clinton corners 
Chat with singles in your area now! We're 100% free 
for everything. 
DateHookup.com 

Find Books by ron hoff 
Buy used, new, rare and out-of-print books by ron 
hoff. Millions of books from thousands of booksellers 
worldwide – all in one, easy-to-search Web site. Find 
it at Alibris. 
www.alibris.com 

TIMESUNION.COM 

Home 
Local News 
Your Town 
Politics 
Nation/World 
Opinion 
Sports 
Business 

Blogs 
Weather 
Traffic 
Calendar 
Life 
Restaurants 
Movies 
TV Guide 
Travel 

Obituaries 
Births 
Weddings/Celebrations 
Lottery 
Special Reports 
Photo Galleries 
Video 
Comics 
Contests 

Corrections 
Archives 
Data Center 
 
TOPICS 

Home Decor 
518 Moms 
Entertainment 
Local Arts 

MARKETPLACE 

Jobs 
Real Estate 
Cars 
Shopping 
Classifieds 
Yellow Pages 
Today's Print Ads 
Place an Ad 

HOME DELIVERY 

Newspaper Subscription 
Customer Care 
Source Card 
OTHER EDITIONS 

Mobile site | Info 
E-Edition 
E-mail Newsletters 
RSS Feeds 

SERVICES 

Help Center 
Contact Us 
Hope Fund 
Copyright 
Classroom Enrichment 
Online Store 
Info for Advertisers 

Page 4 of 4Circuit breaker supporters still hopeful despite a lack of funds - New York Politics Capito...

6/7/2009http://blogs.timesunion.com/capitol/archives/15029/circuit-break-supporters-still-hopeful-de...


